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POLICE NOTES 
GENERAL HOME SAFETY AND SECURITY IDEAS 

 

1.  If out of the house for an extended period of time, create the illusion that someone may still 
be home. Leave a stereo on in the room where a burglar would most likely break in. Use 
exterior lighting and motion detectors to minimize burglar concealment. 

2.  Make sure all exterior doors have good proper locks. Install 1-inch deadbolt locks on all 
exterior doors. 

3.  Do not leave extra keys under doormats, potted plants or any other obvious outdoor loca-
tion. Thieves will generally find them. Find an inconspicuous place to hide the keys, or give 
a set to a neighbor you can trust. 

4.  Burglar-proof your glass patio doors by setting a pipe or metal bar in the middle bottom 
track of the door slide. The pipe should be the same length as the track. 

5.  Keep drapes and blinds shut - especially in rooms where there is expensive equipment. 
Don't advertise the items in your home. 

6.  Don't leave notes on the door for service people or family members. These alert the burglar 
that you are not home. 

7.  Have a neighbor or friend collect your newspaper and mail. Forward your mail when neces-
sary. 

8.  Remember to set your alarms and have key holders available to respond to every alarm. 
9.  Keep your driveways plowed and pathways shoveled. 
10.  Let your trusted neighbor know when you will be out of town so they can help watch for any 

suspicious activity around your home.   CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 

 “All types of cities in all regions of the state will be in the red within the next five years if 
they continue on their current financial path.  City officials will therefore have no choice but to 
make more of the painful decisions they are already making today - primarily, cutting services 
and raising property taxes…” 
 

 The good news is that Lake Shore tax rates are currently much lower than the average rate of 
other cities in our region and also much lower than the average of other cities our size.  Lake 
Shore and Cass County have been doing a very good job of controlling expenses and keeping tax 
rates low.  Our goal is to continue to provide services and infrastructure for the residents (and 
visitors) of Lake Shore in the most cost effective manner available. 

Mayor’s Report 
JOHN TERWILLIGER 

These statements came from a recent issue of  
‘Minnesota Cities’ magazine. 

Feeling out of the loop?  
 

To keep up with city busi-
ness and public hearing 

notices the Lake Country 
Echo is the official publica-

tion for Lake Shore. 
All meetings are posted at 
city hall at least three days 

in advance. 

2010 ELECTIONS  
GENERAL ELECTIONS 

NOVEMBER 2, 2010 
 

ABSENTEE BALLOTS 
DAILY AT CITY HALL 

8:30 AM TO 4:30 PM 
 

SATURDAY 
OCTOBER 30, 2010 

10:00 AM TO 3:00 PM 



PARK COMMITTEE 
By John Poston, Park Committee 

 

Handicapped Fishing Pier update 
 We have crossed the last hurdle and soon we will begin 
construction of the first handicapped fishing pier on Stony 
Brook in Fritz Loven Park. The pier will be dedicated to Vicki 
LaMere, there will be a dedication ceremony in the spring and 
we will announce the ceremony date in the next newsletter. 
 

Fritz Loven Park 
 Three new fire rings have been added to the park, two are 
located in the lower park area and one in the upper park near 
the play ground. 

Fritz Loven Reminders 
 Hunting with firearms is not allowed in the park. 
Please remember the Trout catch and release policy while fish-
ing on Stony Brook. 

Fritz Loven / Birds 
 We are looking for bird experts that can help the commit-
tee find ways to attract more birds to the park.  If you can help 
please send me an e-mail: johnposton@hotmail.com 
 

Stony Brook / No Mow zone 
 To improve the Trout habitat in Stony Brook we have be-
gun a no mow zone that is approximately three feet from the 
streams edge, the Minnesota Department of Natural Recourses 
believes this will help in our efforts to improve our Trout popu-
lation. 
 If you would like to attend an upcoming park and recrea-
tion committee meeting please check the city web site for dates 
and times for upcoming meetings. 

Take Steps Now To Protect Your Septic System From 
Freezing 

Written by Valerie Prax, University of Minnesota Extension 
as submitted by - Jim Thomes, Lake Shore Public Works 

 

 Common reasons septic systems freeze are a lack of snow 
cover and cold temperatures, combined with construction or 
“use” issues.  These can include a waterlogged system, cold 
air entering the system, compacted soil or lack of plant 
cover. Others include irregular use of the system, leaking 
plumbing fixtures or a pipe that does not have the proper 
change of elevation. 
 

 If the soil over a pipe is compacted, the elevation of the 
pipe may shift, causing a loss of gravity flow.  This results 
in water left standing in pipes, which can freeze easily.  If 
your system has frozen, you should contact a professional 
pumper or installer. 
 

Here are some precautions: 
• Stop mowing the grass over the drainfield in early fall. 
Let it grow stronger to trap more snow. 
• Add a layer of mulch (8-12) inches over the pipes, tank, 
and soil treatment area to provide insulation. A mulch of 
loose hay or straw works well, as do leaves. The key is to 
keep it loose to form air pockets, which act as the insulators. 
This is particularly important if your system is new, and 
vegetation has not been well established. 
• Don’t leave water running all the time to prevent freez-
ing. A slow trickle could freeze, while a steady stream could 
overload the system. 
• Use normal amounts of water, the warmer the better. 
Spread out your laundry schedule to one warm/hot load per 
day, year around. 
• Don’t add antifreeze to system. 
• If you plan to be gone for more than a day or two, plan 
accordingly. Have someone visit and use water regularly. If 
you are to be gone for an extended period (weeks or 
months), pumping the tank before you leave might be the 
best option. 
• Reroute the drip from your furnace. This slow drip can 
freeze in the pipes. Reroute this clean water into the sump or 
a bucket. 
• Fix any leaky plumbing. The small trickles of water 
going into the system can freeze as thin ice layers within 
pipes and eventually close them. 
• Keep all vehicles (including ATV’s and snowmobiles) 
and high-traffic people activities off the system, all year. 
• Make sure all risers, inspection pipes and manholes 
have tight covers. Adding insulation is a good idea. Check 
for any cracks in the covers in the fall. 
• Keep an eye on your system. If any seeping or ponding 

occurs contact an onsite professional. 

2 

Public Works and Sewer Emergencies 
 If you have a Public Works or City Sewer Emergency call 
City Hall at (218) 963-2148 extension 3 and listen to complete 
message to get the proper on call number as this number 
changes due to mutual aid with the City of Nisswa. Also if you 
have a City maintained pump station at your residence we re-
quire to leave the power on at all times to insure proper opera-
tion. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 - POLICE NOTES 
11.  Report all suspicious activity and vehicles immediately to the Lake Shore Police Department.  Waiting until the next day 

may be too late. 
12.  When leaving for an extended period of time, please stop by the Lake Shore Police Department and fill out a Property 

Watch Form.  This form provides the police department with your contact information.  Officers on patrol will periodically 
check your residence during the time you are away from home. 

 

Have a safe hunting season.  Remember to always have a sober driver. 

mailto:johnposton@hotmail.com�
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Environmental Committee 
 

ENVIRONMENT TIPS: 
 Fall is here, the leaves are turning fast and quickly falling but PLEASE do not rake leaves into the lake! 
Grass clippings, leaves and aquatic plant material that wash up on shore all contain phosphorus, which is released when 
the plant material decomposes.  To prevent phosphorus from getting into the lake: 

• Use a mulching lawn mower and leave grass clippings on the law as natural fertilizer. 
• Collect and compost leaves and clipping, or haul them away from the lake to a disposal site. 
• Rake up aquatic plants, leaves, and other organic matter on the shore and dispose of away from the lake.  Hint:  It 

makes great mulch on the garden which can later be worked in as a soil amendment. 
• Do not burn leaves near the lake; it destroys the organic matter releasing the phosphorus, which could then be washed 

into the lake. 
 
 Did you know that one pound of phosphorus can fee the growth of over 500 pounds of algae!! 

Update on the Micropolitan Planning Project 
  

 John Sumption, with Sumption Environmental of Longville; has been retained by Region 5 Development Commission, on be-
half of the Chamber's Micropolitan planning initiative which began in 2006.   
 

 The goal of the plan was to implement a developed multi-jurisdictional plan addressing areas such as transportation, zoning, 
infrastructure, land use, etc. Through the funding support of the USDA and the Initiative Foundation, Sumption is focusing on the 
cluster of communities around the Gull Lake Chain of Lakes in Crow Wing and Cass Counties. The project includes review of ex-
isting plans and ordinances, developing a model waste water and storm water management policy, reviewing parks, trails, public 
use and recreational systems; develop model development guidelines, and sharing the results of this pilot project with others in the 
Cass and Crow Wing County areas.  

 In a March survey of the Board members and staff, all six jurisdictions identified a trail around Gull Lake with connection to 
the Paul Bunyan Trail as a high priority.   The Parks, Trails, and Recreation Taskforce met on June 16 and developed the following 
guidance for pursuing this goal: 

• Work cooperatively with the Crow Wing County High Value Forests and Trails Project 
• Build on the City of East Gull Lake’s extensive experience in trail development 
• Start with a broad general corridor and work toward a specific route 
• Keep trail on public rights-of-way if possible 
• Tour potential routes with representatives from all jurisdictions 
 

 In July a tour was held that began in Nisswa along Hazelwood Drive and continued along County 77 with concluding in 
East Gull Lake.  
• A non-motorized walking/biking route would be a logical first step—less construction cost, landowner resistance 
• Hwy 77 lacks a shoulder in areas(Lakeshore), therefore, hazardous for walkers, bikers (narrow ROW and road not centered in 

ROW) 
• Potential for a 6’-8’ wide trail base; could provide trail by adding to shoulders (4’-5’) 
• Shoulder widths are based on traffic counts (up to 6’) 
• Residents in Lakeshore have opposed to tree removals to widen roads or create trails 
• Have to address ROW encroachments 
• Could have motorized use west of Hwy 77 – Highway 107 and county lands 
• East Gull Lake is multi-use due to funding source 
• Fairview Township – route along Hwy 77 – come wetlands and steep areas (fill sections) - includes private land ownership 
• Will require technical assistance of engineering firm to look at trail alternatives 
 

 The next steps for the trails portion are to formalize a planning group, develop a working agreement between jurisdictions 
along with conducting a visual inventory/survey of potential and alternative routes.   Work is also continuing on the areas of the 
Micropolitan project as well but for the latest Information on the Gull Lake Micropolitan Project: 
http://www.explorebrainerdlakes.com/chambers/training/regional-planning.htm 

http://www.explorebrainerdlakes.com/chambers/training/regional-planning.htm�
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City Hall Business Hours 
Monday – Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 
Mayor 

John Terwilliger 

GET INVOLVED IN 

YOUR CITY AND JOIN 

US FOR A MEETING 

Need  to Contact Us: 

Phone:  218-963-2148 
Fax:  218-963-7562 

 
Website 

www.cityoflakeshore.com 

Council Members 
Doug Miller 
Susan Amacher 
Lyle Kline 
John Bukovich 
 
City Clerk 
Patti McDonald 
 
 
 
Committee Meetings 
Board of Adjustment/Planning Commission 
2nd Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
Environmental Committee 
Posted Monthly 
 
 
 
Wastewater Committee 
Posted Monthly 
 
 
 
Park Committee 
Posted Monthly 
 

City Administrator/Planning & Zoning 
Teri Hastings 

 
Police Chief  

Steve Sundstrom 
 

Public Works/Wastewater 
James Thomes 

 
 
 

Susan Amacher, Liaison     Members 
Earl North-Chairman 

 Dave Baldwin, Dick Miles 
Mark Nelson, Lee Martin 

 
Doug Miller, Liaison - Pat Rafferty 

Elaine Leach, Melinda Re, 
Ron Faust, Rosemary Goff  

Alternates -  Gene Jaster,  Jerry Swenson  
 

John Bukovich, Liaison     Marwin Bogue  
Dave Pohl, Justin Stanke,   

Ray Rasinski, Lonnie Faacks 
Alternates - Gene Jaster, Chuck Bergquist 

 
Lyle Kline, Liaison - John Poston, Don Hoger,   
Steve Hanousek, James Brown, , Bob Wilmes 

Alternates - Mike Wheeler & Cindy Terwilliger  

Regular  meetings of the City Council are held the fourth 
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 

DON’T  
FORGET 

TO 
VOTE 
NOV. 
2nd 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
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